HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
British farming, and although the consumption of milk
is not very high it is something that British agriculture
can satisfy it almost entirely. The structure of the
British economic system as a whole makes dairy-
farming the most suitable form of occupation for broad
sections of the British agricultural community, and this
was confirmed only recently by the government.
Between 1884 and 1920 the number of sheep in
Great Britain slowly decreased by about one quarter.
Its lowest level was reached with 197 million. Since
then it has increased again to almost 26 million, but
in 1936 it was again a little over 24 million only and
therefore very little above pre-war levels. Pig breeding
has developed rather more satisfactorily. There are
considerably more pigs in Great Britain to-day than
there were in 1884, and almost twice as many as there
were in 1913. As a curiosity it may be mentioned that
in 1936 there were as many dogs in Great Britain as
pigs.
Agriculture represents a factor in the total strength
of a country in two respects : first of all as the foodstuff
basis for the population, and secondly as a source of
biological strength.
The migration from the rural areas into the towns
has almost completely put a stop to the latter function
of British agriculture. For a long time now the British
people have received no very large supplies of fresh
and healthy blood from the rural areas. Between 1911
and 1934 the number of people engaged in agricultural
pursuits in Great Britain declined by more than half,
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